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Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Good evening and welcome to this public information session on the Aquaculture Farm Project in MRC Pontiac.
 
It is a pleasure to welcome you here this evening, either in person or remotely via our website or through our live Facebook broadcast.
 
My name is Christophe Marquis, and I am a communication advisor at the Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’environnement, also called the BAPE.
 
I will be joined by my colleague Julia Audet, a student communication advisor, who will assist me during the question period. As well, joining us remotely is Vincent Joly, who will pass along your questions, which you can send us by phone, email, or Facebook.



Objectives of the Public Information Session

Allow you to

- Get information about the project and the
impacts it could have on environment

— Ask questions to the initiator and the BAPE
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Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
Tonight, this is your public information session.
 
We are here this evening to provide you with information about the proposed Aquaculture Farm Project in MRC Pontiac. Tonight, you will have the opportunity to learn more about the project, its environmental impacts and the measures that are planned to mitigate them. You will also have the opportunity to ask your questions.



Course of the Evening

7 ) 7 7

Introducing Project Question Next steps
BAPE Overview Period
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Commentaires de présentation
Let's take a look at the evening's schedule.
 
First, I will briefly introduce the BAPE, including its role, its mission, and the reasons why we are here tonight during the public information period.
 
I will then turn the floor over to the representatives from Samonix, who will present the project, its impacts, and the planned mitigation measures.
 
Following the presentation, we will move on to the question period.
 
Finally, we will outline the next steps following the public information period, and explain how to request a public review of the project by the BAPE.



The Public Information Period

[ » Environment Quality Act }

» requires an environmental
impact assessment by the

e R project initiator
» Environmental Impact » BAPE's public participation
Assessment and Review phase
Procedure:

N\ /
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Commentaires de présentation
Let us first look at the reasons why we are here tonight.
 
In Quebec, we have a law called the Law on Environmental Quality. This law, which stipulates that any large-scale project posing a high environmental risk, must go through a series of steps in order to obtain a government decision regarding its implementation.

This process is known as the Environmental Impact Assessment and Review Procedure.
 
One of the first steps in this procedure is for the initiator to prepare an environmental impact assessment for the project. Among other things, this study contains a description of the project, the anticipated environmental impacts, and the various mitigation measures planned to reduce those impacts.
 
The study is then submitted to the department responsible for the environment so that it can be reviewed and questions can be asked about its contents.
 
Once the impact assessment is deemed acceptable, the minister responsible for the environment asks the BAPE to inform the public that a public information period is being held.
 
This marks the beginning of the public participation phase, which starts with a 30-day public information period such as the one currently underway.



View Documentation
| Online

» BAPE’s Web Site
bape.gouv.gc.ca

» Environmental Assessment Register
ree.environnement.gouv.qgc.ca
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Commentaires de présentation
Our role during a public information period is to help you stay informed. 
 
First, we want to keep you informed about the project. We do this by sharing relevant information available on our website and social media. We also take steps to ensure that the media can keep you informed, including issuing press releases and holding live briefings to explain everything related to the public information period and the BAPE. This evening's public information session is also part of that effort.
 
We also make all project-related documentation available to the public, including the summary of the impact assessment, which provides an overview of the project and its potential impacts on the surrounding environment.
 
In addition, project documentation can be consulted on the BAPE website and through the Environmental Assessment Registry. 
 
Helping you become informed also means informing you about your rights as citizens. A public information period provides an opportunity for anyone who wishes to do so to request a public review of the project. I will explain the process for submitting such a request in greater detail following the question period.


http://www.bape.gouv.qc.ca/
http://www.ree.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/
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More generally, we also have two distinctive communication tools to help keep you informed.
 
First, there is Projet Scarabec. It is a comic book recently launched by the BAPE to help you learn more about how a public consultation works in a fun way.
 
In short, the comic book illustrates the journey of a project, from its announcement through to the publication of the BAPE’s report and the decision of the Cabinet. Along the way, it highlights key stages such as the public information period and the public hearing process.
 
In addition to being an enjoyable read, it helps readers better understand how they can participate, be informed and express their views on projects that may have an impact on their community.
 
We also publish our monthly newsletter, L’heure juste. It contains the latest news about our organization, its mandates and much more. We encourage you to subscribe so that you do not miss any updates on our work.
 
You can find more information about these two initiatives on our website.



The BAPE

The BAPE is an impartial public
institution whose mission is to
inform government decision-
making by issuing findings and
opinions to the Minister.
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Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
In summary, the BAPE is an impartial public body that, as we have just seen, fulfills four main roles.
 
First, we ensure that the public has access to information, both during public information periods and public hearings, using every means at our disposal.
 
Next, during the public hearing, the BAPE consults the public by gathering questions, concerns and opinions on the project.
 
The commissions appointed by the BAPE also have an investigative role. They examine the projects or issues under review in order to gain a thorough understanding of the matters being studied.
 
Finally, the commissions provide findings and advice to the minister responsible for the environment regarding the project under review, with the aim of informing the government’s decision-making process. 



Question Period

-

\

(@ By email :
ferme-aqguacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.gc.ca

¥ On Facebook :
facebook.com/BAPEquebec

\ By phone :
1 800 463-4732 poste 6

@
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Commentaires de présentation
Before handing the floor over to the initiator, I would like to explain to those joining us remotely how they can submit their questions. There are three ways to send us your questions.
 
First, you may leave a voicemail message by calling 1-800-463-4732, extension 6.
 
You may also send your questions by email to the address displayed on the screen.
 
Finally, for those watching this public information session live on Facebook, you may submit your questions in the Comments section of the live broadcast.
 
I would like to point out that questions may be submitted in either French or English. When a question is submitted in English, it will be relayed in French to those present in the room by my colleague, with the original language being identified. In that case, the initiator may respond in both French and English.
 
Throughout the question period, we will alternate between questions from participants in the room and questions submitted by those joining us remotely.
 
Please do not worry, we will make sure that everyone has an opportunity to ask their questions. That is precisely the purpose of this public information session.


mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/BAPEquebec
http://www.facebook.com/BAPEquebec
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Presentation ;M :
of the Project |

» Samonix inc.
- Mathieu Farley
— Fred Brisco

» Groupe Conseil UDA inc.

- Adéle LamaI‘Che Source : Samonix Inc.
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Without further delay, I would now like to invite the initiator's team to come forward and present the project.
 
I now give the floor to the representatives of the initiator.
 
The floor is yours.



Ques eriod
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Commentaires de présentation
Thank you for the presentation. We are now entering the question period. First, for those in the room:
 
In order to allow as many people as possible to speak, we ask that you limit yourself to two questions and avoid long introductions. If you still have questions after everyone has had the opportunity to speak, you will be able to ask them. We are here to answer all questions.
 
If you wish to ask a question, please let my colleague Julia know. Do not hesitate to raise your hand if needed, as it can sometimes be difficult to keep track of everyone requesting to speak. A quick reminder is always helpful. Using the microphone and the boom pole, she will come to you so that you do not need to move. For the sake of fairness to all participants and to ensure that those following the session remotely can hear all questions, we ask that you speak only when you are at the microphone.
 
We also ask that you identify yourselves and address your questions to me. I will then pass them to the initiator’s representatives. We want this evening to proceed in a calm and respectful manner, which is an important value for the BAPE. We therefore ask that you refrain from expressing approval or disapproval. We also do not want any derogatory remarks or contemptuous behavior.
 
I would also like to remind you that this is a public information session designed to give you the opportunity to ask questions. It is not a public debate where you can voice your opinions!
 
Also, if anyone wishes to ask a question in English, that’s perfectly fine; however, in accordance with our responsibilities, I will need to translate it into French, after which I will give the floor to the initiator, who may respond in the language of their choice.



Question Period

-

\

(@ By email :
ferme-aqguacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.gc.ca

¥ On Facebook :
facebook.com/BAPEquebec

\ By phone :
1 800 463-4732 poste 6

@
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For those joining us remotely, you may submit your questions by phone by leaving a voice message at 1-800-463-4732, extension 6.
 
You may also send your questions by email to the address displayed on the screen.
 
Alternatively, for those following this session online, you may submit your questions in the “Comments” section of the Facebook live broadcast.
 
We will alternate between questions from participants in the room and questions submitted by those joining us remotely.
 
As mentioned earlier, questions may be submitted in either French or English. When a question is submitted in English, it will be relayed in French in the room by my colleague, with the original language identified. In that case, the initiator may respond in both French and English.
 
We will alternate between questions from participants in the room and questions submitted by those joining us remotely.


mailto:ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qc.ca
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Request fFor a Public Review of the Project

Who can make a request?

Any person, group or municipality

What must a request contain?
Reason for a request

Interest in the environment affected
by the project
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How to submit a request?

By mail or email

Addressed to the Minister
responsible for the Environment

No later than the last day of the
Public Information Period: June 26,
2026, at 11:59 p.m.


Commentaires du présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
As I mentioned earlier, the public information period is also the time when you can request that the minister responsible for the environment hold a public review of the project.
 
When you request that the BAPE conduct a public review of a project, the BAPE will consult the public to gather questions and opinions about the project, in addition to analyzing it in light of the principles of sustainable development.
 
Any individual, whether a citizen, a group or a municipality, may submit such a request to the Minister.
 
To submit a request, you simply need to state the reasons for your request and your connection or interest in relation to the affected environment, and send your request to the Minister by mail or email before the end of the public information period, which is June 26, 2026, at 11:59 p.m.
 
All the information required to prepare a request is available on our website, under the section dedicated to the Aquaculture Farm Project in MRC Pontiac.
 
If no request is submitted, the final step will be for the BAPE to make public a factual report on the public information period within 10 days following its closure.



Following the Public Information Period

Période
d’information
publique

30 days

Public
Information
Session

Public Information Session

No request
for Public Review of
the Project

Request
for a Public Review
of the Project
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Commentaires de présentation
Let us now move on to the next steps following the public information period.
 
We are currently within the 30-day public information period for the Aquaculture Farm Project in MRC Pontiac, which runs until June 26.
 
If the Minister responsible for the Environment does not receive any request for a public review of the project at the end of the 30-day period CLIC 2, the BAPE’s role ends.
 
However, if the Minister receives one or more requests and deems them admissible, the Minister may mandate the BAPE to conduct one of the following: - a public hearing, - a targeted consultation, - a mediation.
 
It is at this stage that the public will be able, among other things, to express its views on the project.
 
At the end of the commission’s mandate, the BAPE submits a report to the Minister responsible for the Environment. This report includes, on the one hand, the commission’s analysis, findings and opinions based on the principles of sustainable development, and on the other hand, the opinions expressed by citizens, which are included in a dedicated section.
 
The Minister then has 15 days to make the report public. The Minister subsequently makes recommendations to the Cabinet, which makes the final decision regarding the project.
 
It is important to remember that the BAPE and its commissions of inquiry help inform government decision-making. The final decision on the project and the granting of any government authorization rests solely and ultimately with the Cabinet.



Evaluation of our Services
Thank you for completing our service evaluation questionnaire!
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Before we let you go, there is an important point for us: your feedback.
 
We would very much appreciate receiving your comments on this public information session. This helps us improve our services.
 
By scanning the QR code with your phone’s camera, you will be directed to a very short survey.
 
The QR code is also available at the reception table, along with paper copies of the survey in both French and English.
 
Thank you very much for your cooperation. Your responses are very valuable to us, as we are constantly working to facilitate your participation.



Contact us

! ®

Christophe Marquis
Communication Advisor
ferme-aquacole-pontiac@bape.gouv.qgc.ca
581 925-0698 ou 1 800 463-4732

\_ J
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Commentaires de présentation
Until the end of the public information period, if you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to send them to us, whether they relate to the BAPE’s mandate or to the project itself.
 
My contact information is displayed on the screen and is also available on our website.
 
Thank you to all of you who attended this session, whether in person or online.
 
Thank you to the representatives of the initiator.
 
I would also like to thank my colleagues, both those present on site and those joining us remotely.
 
I hope you all have a wonderful rest of the evening!
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