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La gestion de Feau au Québec

East Hereford, 2 avril 1999 AUD6212-07-00

Monsieur André Beauchamp,

Bureau d'audiences publiques sur I'environnement,
- 625 rue Saint-Amable, 2¢ étage,

Québec. Qc.

GIR 2G5

Monsieur le président,

Je vous envoie des photocopies des documents qui m'avaient €ét€¢ envoyés par
Monsieur Bernard Larouche du Ministére de I'Environnement et de la Faune de la
Direction régionale de 1'Estrie.

Ces documents viennent corroborer mon intervention faite lors des audiences a
Sherbrooke, le 31 mars 1999.

Je vous remercie de votre attention et vous prie d'agréer, Monsieur Beauchamp, mes
sentiments distingués.

Lucie Roy-Alain, (819) 844-2205
285, route 253,

East Hereford, Qc.

JOB 1S0



” Gouvernement du Québec
q!p Ministére de 'Environnement
. et de la Faune
Direction régionale de 1'Estrie

‘ Le 9 septembre 1998

Madame Lucie Roy Alain
285, route 253
East Hereford ( Québec ) JOB 1S0

Objet: Demande d'acces 3 }'information

Madame,

En réponse  votre demande verbale formulée le 3 septembre 1998,
0 nous vous transmettons copie du procgs-verbal du 6 juin 1994 émis par le ministére de
1a Justice du Québec concemnant monsieur Bernard Belouin d’East Hereford.

Veuillez agréer, Madame, 1'expression de nos salutations distinguées.

Le répondant pour la Loi sur I'accgs,
Bernard Larouche

P

770, rue Goretti Téléphone: (819) 820-3882, poste 223

Sherbrooke (Québec) JIE 3H4 Télécopicur: (819) 820-3958

@ Ce papier contiant 50 % de fibres recyciées, dont 20 % de postconsommation
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‘The contractor went a little too fast’ - Environment Quebec spokesman

'T8)M blast destroys trout pond

By Rita Legault
SHERBROOKE

it would be carefi:l about water-

D espite repeated assurances that |

ways and petroleum leaks,
landowners have complained that
Trans-Quebec Maritime Pipeline has
been breaking its environmental
promises.

Early Monday morning, a subcontrac-

. tor for the pipeline builder destroyed a
trout brook and pond while dynamiting
on the Yval farm in East Hereford.

Farmer Lucie Roy-Alain said she |
heard some blasting on the other end of [RS8

the property and she went to investi-
gate. She reported that after blasting in
a tiny no-name brook, the pond had be-

come little more than a big puddle &

where trout and other fish were strug-
gling to survive,

* Roy-Alain said she tried to save as
many fish as possible from the murky
water where brown and brook trout had

recently spawned along with minnows |

and bottom-feeding chub.
Roy-Alain said that the spring-fed
stream had once ended in a small pond

which was about four-feet wide and

abour 1.5 to 2 feet deep in the middle.
By mid-morning, the lack of water feed-

ing ¢ nd had made it shrink to a
ide puddle where fish were
pa sardines in three inches of

muddy water.

“They were supposed to protect the
stream because it was vulnerable,” Roy-
Alain charged, adding that her worse
fears were realized.

Environment Quebec investigators

‘whowere dispatched to investigate, dis-

Lucie Roy-Alain said that last week she and
environmental measures.,

PEREY BEATONJCORRESPONDENT
neighbors filed several complaints with the National Energy Board about TQM not respecting

covered the pond was almost drained. A  defensive when asked for details.
spokesman for'the ministry confirmed “The contractor went a little too fast,
the incident occurred, but was almost but TQM will correct the damage,” in-

sisted Environment ministry
spokesman Bernard Larouche, empha-
sizing that the pipeline builders have
promised to restore the pond to its orig-
inal state and restock it with whatever
fish perished in the incident.

“The situation is under control,” he
said, adding less forcefully that the

work “went a little beyond the minimal

environmental measures” for digging
and blasting near waterways.
A spokesman from TQM said the com-

y .pany was sending someone to investi-

gate the incident on Tuesday and that
corrective measures would be taken if
| they were A

After bemoaning the loss of her
' pond, Roy-Alain said that last week she
and neighbors filed several complaints
with the National Energy Board about
TQM not respecting environmental
measures. -
| She and neighbers complained of pe
troleum product leaks from heavy ma-
.chinery, of pastures being littered with
plastic surveying tape and snack cake
wrappers, and of discarded fence spikes

‘and pegs being left on the ground and

Y

in the stream.

*“Those things are very dangerous for
our animals,” said the dairy farmer,
adding that the cows could easily choke
on the trash while grazing.

During detailed route hearings in
July, TQM promoters told commission-
ers their pipeline builders were extra
careful about heavy machinery working
near and in streams. They said there
were regular inspections and measures
taken to ensure no gas, oil or other lu-
bricants were spilled. -

“They always vowed that they did
good work, but they are messing up all
over the place,” she complained.

TQM spokesman Jean Simard said the
company would not comment on the in-
cident until they had received a report
from their investigator. But he did re-
mark that TQM had completed more
than 100 kilometres of pipeline and
that these were the first complaints
filed against the company.

“This is not a common problem,” he
said. “It's exceptional.” 1

The National Energy Board, which
promised to send an investigator to East
Hereford, could not be reached for com-
ment on the complaints against TQM.
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Un dynamitage
de TQM cause |
des problémes

Jean-Frangois GAGNON
e
East Hereford -

J. orsque ‘la - compagnie Gazoduc
‘I Trans Québec-lvgngl:[inmes a dyna-
B mité le lit d’un ruisseau, sur la pro-
priété de Lucie Roy-Alain, la semaine
derniére, elle I'a fait sans avoir recu
Yautorisation préalable de I'Office na-
tional de 'Energie. ' .
~ _Soulignons que, en dynamitant ce
ruisseau, traversant les terres de 'agri-|
cultrice d’East Hereford, Gazoduc |
TJQM avait notamment tué quelques '
dizaines de petits poissons et mis en |
danger i{a vie de nombreuses truites. !
Mme Roy-Alain s’était d’ailleurs publi- |
uement élevée contre la négligence de
TOM, dans cette affaire, _
;. Pour Pinstant, I'Office national de
{Energic a été saisie du dossier et
Sanctionnera éventuellement Gazoduc
TQM, pour son irr des procédu-
Tes, et peut-&tre aussi pour sa négligen-

. Ee.ep raggon avec cette histoire.

“Yespére que TQOM sera blimée
bemme H se doit, dans cette affaire”,
gngtt Mme Roy-Alain, hier aprés-mi-
arss : i Lt
t  “Selon moi, il'est évident que Fon
fie peut faire co a cette compa-
goie. Sa néglifence chronique est dan-
gereuse. Quelqu’un va devoir mettre

culottes et la remettre dans le droit
gmin”, affirmait Pagricultrice, farou- -

- ¢eBE opposante au projet.de gazoduc,

passant sur ses terres et qui doit, un
Jour, relier Lachenaie 2 East Hereford.
‘Mme Roy-Alain semble avoir peur
u'aucune action ne soit prise contre
M, dans ce dossier, Pour elle, il ap-
parait en effet évident qu'on p’ose
sanctionner une si lgrosse compagnie.

.. “On utilise [a régle du “deux poids,’
denx lmesures””, mntient-ellle. _Avgc
nous, les petits agriculteurs, le ministé-
¢ de l’Environnaggzent et de la Faune
thy " Québec  est intransigeant, mais
lorsquil s’agit d’imposantes compa-
gnies comme TQM on est beaucoup
plus tolérant. On a ie méme probléme

ue les gens opposés au projet de ligne

35 Kv d’'Hydro-Québec devant traver-
ser Je secteur de Richmond.”

Lernissean Buck 5 :

+ .. Tout comme celui traversant les ter-
res de Pagricultrice d’East Hereford, le
ruisseau Byck, coulant un peu plus loin
que le ‘premier, a apparemment été
identifié comme vulnérable par les étu-
des préalables a la construction du ga-

Lo Tribune, Sherbrooke, lundi 28 septembre 1995
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