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; ;'. Highway planners create 
a v~ry moving model 

h •. 

ByCHARLESLAZARUS 
The Trans-Canada H i g h w a y 

issue has slirred Quebec Roads De­
partment planners to the point 
where the scaJe moclel glving every 
detail of the route and design has 
a mo\•eable section of the contro­
versial area along Notre Dame 

· street east. 
The morlel sits bn a long table 
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behind locked doors on the 16th 
floor of the roads department of­
fices in the Hydro Quebec Building 
on Dorchester Boulevard. A filck of 
a switch starts a hydraulic motor 
which "removes" the Notre Dame 
east section of the expressway and 
replaces it with a model of the area 
in its present form; then the ex­
pressway come:; back into pl2~e, 
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and the homes and plants disap­
pear. A spokesman for tµe roads 

. department says the care taken "to 
pursue these detailed studies on the 
effect on thls region is seen in how 
much w:,rk has been put· into this 
unique mo<iel. Certainly this proves 
that the entire project bas been 
planned for a long lime, with the 
knowl~ge o.f the p:-ovincial and 
municip"!I authorities." 

. Safety slr:essed 
One of the revealing aspects of 

the model, which covers the dis­
tance from Sanguinet Street to the 
Hippolyte-Lafontaine bridge-and-tun­
nel crossing of the St. Lawrence, is 
the attention ·paid to the safety fac­
tor at access and exit ramps. There 
will be four sets of ramps aJong the 
eastern section of the eight-lane 
superhighway: Around the new CBC 
site, at Fullum, at Bourbonnière­
Bennett, and at Dickson. 

Eliminating the hazardous criss­
crossing of vehicles trying to gel 

·on and off the expressw«y, thc,·i:.-::­
signers have corne up with a two­
level ramp that not only eliminates 
,the danger, but will speed traffic as 
well. · 

The scale model also shows that 
the eastern section will be below 
ground level, lilce the Decarie Ex­
pressway, from a point near Bleury 
to Sanguinet; will tunnel under 
Viger Park; will be depressed again 
between St. Hubert and Papineau; 
clevated Wlder the Jacques Cartier 
Bridge to Fullum, and at ground 
level for most of the rest of the 
way to the Hippolyte-Lafontaine 
bridge-tùnnel. 

Just how soon the easternmost 
section of the expressway may get 
started is a matter of speculation 
on the part of roads department 

. officials since the big question is 
financing. 

High pr:iority 
However, these same officiais 

emphaslze that the expressway is 
now a matter of high priority, not . 
so much for the jobs it will create. 
but to serve the basic needs of 
moving traffic through the down­
town area, and serving major de­
velopments such as the CBC head­
quarters area, and such projected 
complexes as Place Desjardins and · 
· Cité Concordia. 

One afficial said that '·a1though 
the protesters may be sincere, they 
still don't realize that the Trans­
Canada's functions are completely 
different from Ure Spadina Express­
way idea in Toronto or any other 
expressway, for that matter." 

He explained that "for one thing, 
no city in the world bas the unique 

· congestion problems of ~ontreal, · 
because we are an island mth mid­
town traffic blocked by tlte moun­
tain. Then there is the problem of 
lowering p o 11 u t i o n by speeding 
traffic, rather than let ht.mdreds of 
n,otnr<: irllP on 1-hP 'ITIP.in thoroul!r.-
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